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N E W S L E T T E R

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all our families back to school; it has been fantastic to
catch up with many of you this week. Our staff team at BCI could not be more proud of the children's
resilience since returning to school and, despite a few tears, we've been thrilled to witness around 170
happy, smiling faces! I would also like to say a warm welcome to our new Deputy Headteacher, Mr
Dunkley who is thrilled to have joined team BCI. 
Our children have wasted no time in getting stuck in: our youngest children in Caterpillars (Smarties)
and Butterflies (F1) have loved exploring their new classroom environments as well as their exciting
outdoor spaces; our Tawny and Barn Owls (F2) have been enjoying using their provision to explore
themselves and their thoughts and feelings with 'The Worry Monster' and our KS1 children (Hedgehogs,
Squirrels and Badgers) have jumped straight back into their learning, specifically about our village,
Brampton and it's history. Our Year 1 pupils have coped amazingly with their new routines and our Year
2s are already fantastic role models for the school. 
KS1 also had their first assembly since February 2020 (in which they behaved exceptionally) where we
explored the story 'Oh Boris' about a bear who struggled to make friends in his new school. We talked
more about kindness and friendship and the children all had some thoughtful and considerate responses. 
Mrs Benbow, the Headteacher of our Federation, has been down at BCI this week, meeting the families
outside of school and visiting the children in their classrooms. She was very impressed with how the
children were so quickly following the school rules and routines and working hard with their learning.
As Head of School, I am thrilled that I get to spend so much time with each class and get to know all
of our children individually as we watch them thrive in the next step of their education journey. 
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Class Dojo is still the main form of communication between
teachers and parents that we will be using at BCI as it proved
very effective last year. Texts, email, Facebook and of course
our website will also be used at times to share important
information. 
From a mental health and well-being point of view, staff are
encouraged to set 'quiet hours' whereby they won't receive
notifications to enable them to relax and recharge ready for the
next school day. All staff aim to respond to your messages
within 12-24 hours (excluding weekends and holidays) however
if you have any urgent queries you are still welcome to phone
the office on 01226 340044 between 8:00am and 4:00pm.
If you need any further support on how to set up Class Dojo for
your child please speak a member of staff during drop off or
collection. 

In July 2021, the DfE published some up-to-date guidance around attendance for the academic year
2021-22. It is a national priority to improve children's attendance after two academic years of disrupted
learning and school closures. 
If your child(ren) is ill, please ensure you phone the office to report this as promptly as possible.
Absence for holidays can not be authorised and you will be required to fill in a holiday form which you
can pick up from the office.
Where possible please ensure you are arriving at school on time as it is important for children to have
the best possible start to the day, arriving with their peers, and so they don't miss out on any precious
learning time. 

There have been significant changes in guidance around COVID-19 over the
summer (please see gov.uk for full updates):
- Children are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household
as someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19
and should continue to attend school as normal wherever that is possible.
- Some families will be asked to do a PCR by NHS test and trace and only if
the child tests positive do they need to stop attending.
Can we ask that you continue to inform school about any positive cases so we
can closely monitor any potential outbreaks.
Our Home Learning Policy has been updated and can be found on our website.  
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GENERAL REMINDERS
We are a cashless school so all payments need to be dealt with through 'schoolmoney'. If you are having
trouble setting this up, please contact the school office.
We are continuing with our Friday Raffle from next week (50p per ticket) and prizes will be shared via Dojo.
Prizes can be donated (we are always very appreciative of this) via the school office.
We are very much looking forward to the return of whole school and key stage events and having our fantastic
parents and families back in school - an events calendar for the year will be circulated in the next few weeks. 


