
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Squirrels Class 

Newsletter 

We have had a fantastic 'Spring 1' half term learning 

about different materials and their properties. We 

started the half term learning about what objects 

are made from and specifically why objects are 

made from those materials. Squirrels performed an 

investigation to find out which materials were 

waterproof in order to keep us dry.  
 

The children continued to developed their historical knowledge this 

half term by finding out about the Wright Brothers and how they were 

the first men to make the first flying aircraft. Squirrels enjoyed 

discovering that Amelia Earhart was the first women to fly across the 

Atlantic solo. Our topic ‘Ready for Take Off’ has allowed to find out 

about Neil Armstrong and discover that he was the first man to walk on 

the moon.   

 

 

During our English lessons, squirrels have 

enjoyed studying the book ‘Look UP’, which is about 

a girl who dreams about becoming an astronaut. 

The children were able to use this character in 

order to write a character description about the 

main character in the story.  Squirrels have also 

studied the book ‘The Way Back Home’ by our school 

author Oliver Jeffers. Children were encouraged to 

write their own space setting using noun phrases 

and expanded noun phrases linked to using our 

senses. Squirrels also pretended to be the main 

character from the story who got stuck on the 

moon because his spaceship broke down. The 

class then created a set of instructions on how to 

fix a spaceship. When going on the journey with 

the whale from the story ‘The Snail and The Whale’ 

Squirrels have learnt how to write a diary as if 

they were the snail, writing about what they did 

on each day. The children were encouraged to 

coordinate their sentences and to use the days of 

the weeks in the correct order.  
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During Design and Technology Squirrels have practiced different 

attachment techniques in order to acquire the skill needed to use 

appropriate attaching methods to add features to their ‘box model’ 

rockets. Children use a selection of ‘junk modelling’ resources and 

designed and made their very own space rockets  

In maths we have continued to count 

forwards and backwards from any 

given number within 100. Squirrels are 

now confident, regarding 

partitioning numbers into tens and 

ones. Squirrels can now recognise 

number bonds within 20 and show this 

knowledge through different pictorial 

forms. Squirrels have been learning 

about 2D and 3D shape and their 

different properties.   

 

Squirrels have been 

learning to use a search 

engine within our ICT 

sessions. All the children 

can now search for images 

and copy and paste them 

onto a word document.  

Squirrels were able to find 

images of the ‘Wright 

Brothers’ and Amelia 

Earhart and type some key 

facts about them.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next half term we will be launching into our new topic entitled ‘All 

Creatures Great and Small’. This topic allows us to find out about the 

characteristics of different animals including humans. We will be 

learning to categories animals into the five main groups (mammals, 

fish, birds, amphibians and reptiles). Squirrels will be exploring the 

habitats that different animals live in along with discovering what 

animals and humans need for survival. During our Art and Design 

lesson we will be using clay to construct clay animal figures.   

Notes: 

Library books to be 

changed every Friday. 

Reading books to be 

changed every Friday.  

Orange reading record to 

be in school every day.  

PE kits to be brought to 

school every Thursday. 

Forest school is every 

Friday, wellies, old 

clothes and waterproofs 

are needed.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr S Dunkley and Miss D Barker 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


