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N E W S L E T T E R

As January draws to a close it is important to acknowledge the challenges that we have faced in the new
year with the rise of positive COVID-19 cases in school. Staff and pupil absences have been high, however we
feel we have managed these challenges well with staff flexibility, positive relationships and the home learning
that is being uploaded daily on to Class Dojo.
The government restrictions are reducing and appear to be moving in the right direction so let's hope
'normality' and undisrupted education is on the horizon! We would like to thank you, our parents and carers,
for your continued adaptability and adherence to our school guidance. An updated version of our COVID-19
risk assessment will be available on our website from next week. 
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One of the biggest areas of learning to be affected by lockdowns and school closures is reading and phonics.
Several studies show that reading makes a big difference to children’s overall educational performance.
Evidence also suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better, but also
develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures.
 
The introduction of our new phonics scheme Floppy's Phonics is already providing to be successful as all pupils
are making progress and demonstrating increased knowledge of sounds at each assessment. The continued
success of children's phonics knowledge is also heavily dependent on how many times they are reading their
book. We are going to be reintroducing our Reading Royal-tea reading incentive for pupils whereby every
pupil who reads 4 times at home gets a raffle ticket on a Friday morning. The reading raffle is then
drawn and two children with the winning tickets in each class get to enjoy a drink and bun with a
member of the senior leadership team, listen to a story and chat to each other about their favourite
books. This was very successful when we launched it, pre-pandemic, in early 2020 so we are looking forward
to seeing an increase in children reading at home and therefore making even more progress with their reading
and phonics.

How you can help your child(ren) make good progress with their reading and phonics:
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READING & PHONICS

ensure they arrive on time (between 8:45 and
8:55) so they can go to their phonics lesson at
9:05am. Children that arrive after this time are
missing important phonics learning. 
ensure they bring their reading book and
reading record to school every day!

encourage them to read at home 4 times each
week (and make a note of this in their reading
record) so they can receive a 'Reading Royal-tea'
raffle ticket on a Friday morning.
share a variety of books together to develop a
love of reading.


